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Interoffice ...

to. MR, DEAN BLACKWELL = CHurcH OFF1cES e JUNE 12, 1984

DEPT

‘ From: KEN HERRMANN
Sujectt THE UNUSUAL BELIEFS OF PASTOR RUSSELL AS CONTRASTED WITH THE J.W.S.

YoUuR LECTURE ON CHURCH HISTORY AT THE REFRESHING COURSE PROMPTS THE
ATTACHED MATERIAL, GOOD MANY YEARS BACK I RAN ONTO 30 YEARS OF HIS
WORK AND WAS BAFFLED HOW MANY OF "OUR BELIEFS” HE HELD, BELIEFS
WHICH THE J.W.S UNDER RUTHERFORD DROPPED, YOUR EMPHASIS ON THE
work OF WiLLiAM MILLER AND THE DATE 1831, I BELIEVE, AND THE FACT
THAT 1T WAS 1931 wHEN THE NAME CHURCH OF GoD WAS CHANGED TO J.W.s
AND THAT WAS AN IMPORTANT YEAR IN MR, ARMSTRONG'S CONVERSION, AND
ITS RELATION TO THE YEAR 31, ALL THESE MAKE A PERSON QUESTION, Is
THE WORK OF PASTOR RUSSELL ALSO PART OF THE SARDIS ERA?

[ SENT THE ATTACHED MATERIAL TO MR. ARMSTRONG VIA MR, HULME BACK
‘ ABOUT A YEAR AGO BUT HAVE HEARD NOTHING. AND | HAVE SENT THE
MATERIAL PIECEMEAL To DR. HGEH OVER THE YEARS AS | RAN ONTO IT.

MY EARLY QUESTION WAS WITH REGARD TO THE DIFFERING PASSOVER DATES
USED BY THE J,W,S TODAY, AND IN SEARCHING BACK FOR 100 YEARS FOUND
THAT UNDER RUSSELL THEY KEPT THE RIGHT DATE ABoUT 807 OF THE TIME,
WHILE UNDER RUTHERFORD THEY KEPT THE WRONG DATE ABOUT 80% OF THE
TIME,

ANOTHER ODDITY THAT | RAN ONTO WAS THE EMPHASIS ON THE NUMBER 5,

"TITLES WERE CHOSEN THAT WOULD HAVE MULTIPLES OF 5 LETTERS, JUST

As BIBLE AND JESUS AND MAYBE CROSS HAVE 5 LETTERS. SARDIS WAS

Era NuMBER 5! Look AT “Zion's WaTcH Tower”. THEN ADD “AND BiBLE

TRACT SOCIETY” FOR A TOTAL OF 35 OR 7 X 5 LETTERS, AN ODDITY, \
i8§;“""

THEN FOR FUN LOOK AT THE GRouP Mrs. E.G. WHITE LED ASTRAY, THEY

PUT ouT “SieNs” AND “SieNs oF THE TiMes” For 15 LETTERS. SaArDIS?
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